Syllabus: HTY 233 America’s Age of Expansion, 1789-1848
Fall 2009
Walter Sargent, Assistant Professor of History
HTY 233 meets from 9:50-11:40 on Tuesdays and Thursdays in Roberts 105.

Office: 104 Roberts Learning Center
Email: walter.sargent@maine.edu
Website: http://faculty.umf.maine.edu/~walters/
 Phone: 7456 
Office Hours: MTWThF 1:00-2:00, and by appt.
This course covers the American History of from the Early Republic through the conclusion of the Mexican-American War.  We will explore the background and developments in politics, the law, economics, social and family life, work, slavery and anti-slavery, religious revivals, reformers, and U.S.-Native American relations, during the period from 1789 to 1848.   
In this pursuit, students will engage with a range of scholarly monographs and a variety of primary source historical documents.  Classroom time will emphasize discussions of assigned readings, complemented by occasional lecture segments. Discussions will challenge students to analyze secondary sources in terms of evidence and argument. Discussions of documents will focus on identifying their context and significance, and then exploring how they inform us of historical continuity and/or change. The goal is not only to learn some important historical facts (which we shall do), but to learn to think historically about the mechanisms of change in economic activity, the political life of the nation, and social responses to change. Class attendance and attention to weekly discussion issues will be critical to success in this course (read mandatory). 

The University of Maine-Farmington seeks to provide optimal educational opportunities for all individuals, including those with disabilities. It is the policy of UMF that reasonable accommodations are made for people with documented disabilities on an individualized and flexible basis. Please see me if this is pertinent to you. It is required that students strictly adhere to the University of Maine-Farmington regulations for academic conduct.  Please review the Code of Academic Integrity.
For general purposes, the primary and most convenient means of communication will be via email. Some weekly assignments may require email submissions. For any special individual matters or circumstances, office hours are open to all. Other meeting times can be arranged by appointment.

REQUIREMENTS and GRADING:

Required reading averages approximately 100 odd pages per week. There will be occasional supplemental documents.  Please have all readings done prior to the week due, as they will be the basis for in class discussions. There will be frequent and often unannounced short written responses to the discussions, films, and/or readings.  In-class responses and exercises count toward participation and can not be made up later—so be there, don’t miss the bus!
There will be no exams, BUT, there will be frequent formal writing assignments.  There will be six essay assignments (approximately every two weeks).  Each student may choose five to write for submission.  Essays will not be accepted late.  If you choose to not write on a topic, you will not be allowed to go back to it at a later time.  Each essay should be 1500 words or six pages standard format with citations.  They will total 80% of your grade (16% each).  Each essay will address a question, and the essays must draw on assigned readings and at least one additional source.   
Class participation in discussions will constitute the balance of your grade points (20%). 
REQUIRED TEXTS, available at the University Bookstore:

1. Paul E. Johnson.  The Early American Republic 1789-1829.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2007.   (Paperback, 978-0-19-515423-8,  required)

2. Jack Larkin.  The Reshaping of Everyday Life, 1790-1840.  New York: Harper & Row, 1988.  (Paperback;  978-0-06-091606-0, required)

3. Robert V. Remini.  Andrew Jackson and His Indian Wars. New York: Penguin Books, 2001.  (Paperback, 978-0-14-200128-8, required)

4. Adam Rothman. Slave Country: American Expansion and the Origins of the deep South. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2005.  (Paperback, 978-0-674-02416-8, required)

5. Joel H. Silbey.  Storm Over Texas: The Annexation Controversy and the Road to Civil War.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.  (Paperback, 978-0-19-531592-9, required)
SEMESTER OVERVIEW
September 3. Introduction
I. Political Economy of Expansion: Early Republic

September 8. 
Topics: America of the 18th Century
Readings: Gilje, “The Rise of Capitalism in the Early Republic,” 159-181 (handout); 
September 10.
Topics: Liberty Part 6: The Constitution, Federalists
Readings: Early American Republic, “Federalists” 3-29.
September 15.
Topic: Yeoman Nation

Readings: Early American Republic, “Jeffersonians” 31-53

September 17.
Topics: Lewis and Clark film clips
Reading: “Designs for a National Landscape” (handout)

September 22.
Topic:  War of 1812

FIRST ESSAY DUE September 22.  Competing Visions of the New Nation: Implications 

II.  Social Change in Every Day Life

September 24.
Topics: Work
Readings:  Everyday Life, “A Busy, Bustling, Industrious Population” 1-61.
September 29.
Topics: Rhythms 
Readings: Everyday Life, “The Rhythms and Limits of Life” 62-104.  

October 1.

Topics: Habitations and things
Readings: Everyday Life, “Domestic Environment” 105-148. 
October 6.

Topics: Customs

Readings: Everyday Life, “Intimate Life” 149-203.
October 8
Topics: Socializing
Readings: Everyday Life, “The Social World” 258-303.
October 13
Topics: Midwife’s Tale (film) and Family, Race, Religion

Readings: Early American Republic, 111-134.

See http://dohistory.org/
SECOND ESSAY DUE October 15    Everyday Life: The Tradeoffs
III. Cotton and Slavery
October 15. 

Topics: The New Nation and the Rise of the Cotton Kingdom
Readings: “Liberty is Land and Slaves;” Early American Republic, 85-109
October 20.

Topics:  Cotton and Slavery
Readings: Rothman, Preface, 1-70.

October 22. 
Topics: The Cotton Kingdom
Readings: Rothman, 73-162.

October 27.
Topics:The Cotton Kingdom
Readings: Rothman, 165-224. 
Third Essay due October 29.  Impact of Cotton Kingdom?
IV. Revolutions: Markets Transportation Industry
October 29.
Topics: Republican Ideology, Liberalism, and Politics of the Early Republic
Readings: Sellers, The Market Revolution, 34-48 (handout); Early American Republic, 55-83. 

November 3.

Topics: New York’s Erie Canal (Film)
Readings: Everyday Life, Travel, 204-231; OAH Magazine of History, Introduction to Market Revolution
November 5.

Topics:  The Market Revolution: Shrinking Time and Distance

Readings:  Masur, “Machines and Nature,” 169-182 (handout); Everyday Life, “Travel” 204-231.
November 10.

Topics: The Market Revolution: The Factory System; Film Mill Times
Readings: web: American Heritage ; Mantor Library F29.R44 G7    Grandmother’s Friends
FOURTH ESSAY DUE November 12.  Brave New World?
V. Andrew Jackson and Indian Policy

November 12.  

Topics: Jackson: A Young Man. 
Readings: Remini, 1-49.

November 17.

Topics: The Creation of ‘Old Hickory’ 
Readings: Remini, 50-107 
November 19.

Topics: Jackson as a National Figure

Readings: Remini, 108-205.

Film: Jackson
November 24.

Topics:  Politics and Indian Removal

Readings: Remini, 206-281; Early American Republic, 137-159
Thanksgiving Break November 25-27.

FIFTH ESSAY DUE December 1.  Choices
VI. Oregon, Texas, and the Mexican-American War

December 1.  
Topics:  Texas
Readings: http://www.military.com/NewContent/0,13190,NH_0905_Cruise-P1,00.html
Storm over Texas, 6-51.
December 3.  
Topics: Texas and Politics
Readings: Storm over Texas, 52-121.
December 8. 

Topics: Mexican-American War
Readings: TBA 
December 10.  
Topics: Outcomes: California, Compromise of 1850, Bleeding Kansas, and John Brown 
Readings: Storm over Texas, 122-181.
SIXTH ESSAY DUE December 10.  Was “Manifest Destiny” really manifest?
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