HTY 233
Essay 5
Due 12-1
Topic:  Choices: Andrew Jackson and Indian Policy
Jackson’s role as an agent of the expansion of U.S. claims to ancestral lands of the Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw, Chickasaw, and Seminoles is heavily documented by his military service records and treaties.  Nonetheless, what is not so clear is how decisions were reached in regard to dealing with and negotiating with the Native Americans of the old southwest.  To what extent or in what detail were instructions and policies issued from administration authorities in Washington, D.C.?  How about the governor of Tennessee?  To what extent did Jackson pursue his own personal agenda?  To what extent did Jackson represent the desires of his constituency? To what extent were events pushed by ordinary Americans who simply pushed westward and “squatted” on lands reserved by the U.S. government for Native peoples, by way of treaties or agreements? What was the role of cotton planters?  Perhaps the discovery of gold in Georgia? You may find that all these different parties had a stake and a hand in the events that Remini presents, but your task is to prioritize and identify what were the most pivotal or important influences behind the U.S. expansion into what were once Indian lands. 
Take one of Jackson’s campaigns (military or political) to analyze in search of some insight into a well-reasoned answer this question.  Cite specific evidence in support of your thesis.  Put another way, what do you see as the driving force or combination behind the push to displace Native people from 1800-1838.  Employ Remini’s book as needed.  You may consult other academic sources if you choose. But remember, we are not looking for opinions or answers on the wikis of the world; we want to see what your choices of evidence can support.
Five to six pages as usual should allow you space to develop your argument.  Proper footnoting protocols are critical and will affect your grades on this and your final paper.  Grammatical errors will also garner disapproval.  Proof read. Edit. Visit the Writing Center.  Have a classmate proof read.  Identify your thesis statement.  Ask yourself, what is the topic of each individual paragraph.  Ask yourself how it relates to your thesis.  The route to success is comprised of many small steps!
