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Topic:  Market Revolution

Historians like Charles Sellers argue that the “market revolution” committed the political economy to capitalism, transformed notions of space and time, rearranged the relationships of labor, reoriented the legal system, transformed agricultural production, and fundamentally restructured the way Americans lived.  Others have argued that westward expansion, cotton, and slavery were the keys to shaping the New Republic. Yet others look toward traditional political history for explanation. 
What are the strong points for using the “market revolution” paradigm as an approach to antebellum American history.  That is, what aspects of the “market revolution” hold robust explanatory value.  Make an argument for or against the utility of the concept of the market revolution for explaining developments in 19th century America.  Another way to put it:  Was the so called market revolution really revolutionary.  Take a position and illustrate with concrete examples. 
