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In the decades from 1790 to 1820, Americans witnessed an unprecedented acceleration of expansion, by virtually every measure.  In this essay, the focus is the expansion of cotton cultivation and slavery throughout what has since been labeled the cotton belt or the cotton kingdom.  The commitment of southerners to slave grown cotton meant that in the South, the freedom and prosperity of some depended on the oppression of others.  Power, however, is never absolute, rather it is a dynamic.  The futures of Native peoples, whites, and African Americans were intertwined in a struggle for the future.

One topic option is to analyze how the slave system changed from 1790 to 1820, in scope, in operation, and in ideology.  Be sensitive to the impact on African Americans, free and enslaved, certainly, but also assess the impact of slavery on southern whites.

A second topic option is to analyze the process of converting the southern region from the uses and occupation by Native Americans to that of white planters and squatters.  How was the land appropriated?  What mechanisms were initiated by a land hungry nation, and cotton planters in particular, during this era?  
A third topic option is the role of national policies and use of national power in pursuit of expansion.  Analyze the shaping and implementation of national policy decisions in regard to Britain, Native Americans, and/or Spanish Florida.

The essay should be 1200-1500 words formatted according to the History Style Sheet.  Be sure to cite your sources, introduce quotations, and observe formal rules of grammar.
