HTY 232

Midterm Exam Guide 

October 28, 2008
Please write two essays that provide thorough discussion and analysis of the topics. Clearly number and identify your topics.  

1.  Discuss the progression of events during April 1861 regarding the fate of Ft. Sumter and the actions by and implications for the North/South in the days following its surrender.  Explain the motivations and reasoning of Lincoln and Davis for their strategies.  What was the most significant impact?
2. Explain how the events during 1861 in Baltimore, Kentucky, Tennessee, and/or Missouri reveal the tensions within the border states.  What are the problems for Lincoln? What are the stakes?  How does Lincoln handle the situation?
3. Discuss the Battle at Manassas Junction (the First Bull Run), taking care to explain what the battle shows about northern/southern preparations, political motivations, and the unforeseen impact on all parties and the course of the war.

4. What were the relative advantages of the North and the South going into a war in 1861?  Be sure to address leadership, preparedness, capacity, demographics, social structures, etc.

5. Describe the first year of war in the West. What were the successes/failures, some reasons for same, the implications for the two belligerents?
6.  Discuss the transformation of the northern war aims from ‘limited’ to ‘total war.’  What are the various factions and what are the events that impact the ultimate decision.

7.  Provide a brief synopsis and discuss the significance of Shiloh, April 6-7, 1862.

8. Describe and explain the Dakota conflict.  What were the linkages between the Civil War and Indian war?  
9. Discuss the role and impact of logistical and technological developments in military equipment and operations. 
