History 232 (15633)  Spring 2009
Monday-Wednesday-Friday  10:30am - 11:30am 
ROBERTS C23
Syllabus

Instructor: Walter Sargent           Phone: 7456              Office: 104 Roberts

Email: walter.sargent@maine.edu     Course web: http://faculty.umf.maine.edu/~walters/
Office Hours: 11:45-12:45 MWF and by appt.

This topic of this course is the American Civil War, a seminal event in defining the American character.  First, we will look carefully during the first month of the semester at the background and the historical debates on the causes of the Civil War, with attention to the issues of culture, economics, politics, and slavery.  The second section will examine the war as both a military contest and a cataclysmic social event.  This will entail a topical approach as we examine secession, generals, soldiers, home fronts, women, emancipation, politics, diplomacy, and camp life, among others. The third phase will be the aftermath and impacts of the Civil War.  We will look at the programs of Reconstruction, assess the changes in the political, social, and cultural maps of America, and consider the lingering imprint on the American memory. 

Students will engage with current Civil War scholarship, occasional film clips, and a variety of primary source historical documents/artifacts. Classroom time will emphasize class discussions of assigned readings, supplemented by brief lecture segments. It is critical to stay up on readings in order to be prepared to contribute to discussions.  The weekly exercises and discussions will challenge students to evaluate documents and artifacts in terms of their context and significance, to explore how they inform us of historical continuity and/or change, and to assess a variety of interpretive strategies. The goal is to learn to think historically and critically in the process of relating discrete events to the broad historical issues and contexts.  It should be noted too that this task requires students to acquire the basic historical facts at hand. Class attendance and attention to weekly discussion issues will be critical to success in this course and are mandatory (participation counts for twenty percent of your grade). 

The University of Maine Farmington seeks to provide optimal educational opportunities for all individuals, including those with disabilities. It is the policy of UMF that reasonable accommodations are made for people with documented disabilities on an individualized and flexible basis. Please see me if this is pertinent to you.

It is required that students strictly respect University of Maine Farmington regulations for academic integrity (See the Code of Conduct). Honesty, integrity, and respect are the standards for all students. 

REQUIREMENTS:

Readings average approximately 100 pages per week. Please have all readings done prior to the week due, as they will be the subject of discussions. There will be weekly assigned and unannounced short written responses on the discussions, films, and/or readings. Your contributions to discussions and your response papers will constitute 25% of your grade. Attendance is required; there will be no make-ups for missed in-class exercises.

In addition to the weekly informal short writing assignments, there will be a total of 10-12 pages of formal written work in two essays. The essays will be analytical exercises based on the assigned readings. 

There will be two exams: a midterm and a final. They will be in-class, closed book, short answer and essay format. Study guides will be provided.

GRADING:

Midterm exam           15%

Final exam                 15%

Essay 1                       20%

Essay 2                       20% 

Discussion                  15%

Presentations              15%


Each student will work in small groups to lead three discussion sections over the 
course of the semester, counting for 5% each. 


REQUIRED TEXTS, available at the UMF Bookstore:

1. Edwin C. Bearss.  Fields of Honor: Pivotal Battles of the Civil War.  Washington, D.C.: National Geographic Society, 2007. (Paperback; 978-1-4262-0093-9, required)    

2. Orville Vernon Burton.  The Age of Lincoln.  New York: Hill and Wang, 2007. (Paperback; 978-0-8090-2385-1, required)    
http://www.ageoflincoln.com/Welcome.html

3. Stephen Crane. Red Badge of Courage. Belmont, CA: Thomson Wadsworth, 2005. (Paperback; 978-0-534-52117-2, required)    

4. Michael Perman, ed. Major Problems in Civil War and Reconstruction; 2nd ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1998.  (Paperback; 978-0-395-86849-2, required)    
Recommended:  Tony Horwitz. Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War.  New York: Vintage Books, 1999.
SEMESTER SCHEDULE  
September 2: Introduction
Review syllabus, Introductions.



Discussion: History
Part One:  The Causes of Civil War.

September 4.  The Beginnings of Slavery in America  (PPT)

The Age of Lincoln, 3-31.
September 7. Slavery and the Constitution

Handout, Finkleman, “Making a Covenant with Death” (handout)
September 9. Origins of the Cotton South



The Age of Lincoln, 32-49.
September 11. Expansion: Plantation Slavery (PPT)
The Age of Lincoln, 50-76.
Stroyer, Sold South (handout) 

Solomon Northrup, Twelve Years a Slave
Read pp 28-39 and 163-169 (see link) http://docsouth.unc.edu/fpn/northup/northup.html#northupxv

September 14. North-South


MP Chapt 1.   Pessen v. McPherson
September 16. Abolitionists 

Walker’s Appeal (handout); Abdy Journal (handout)
Marc Egnal: What Was the Civil War About: A Dissenting Point of View (Handout)
September 18. Defending Slavery and Sectional Politics


The Age of Lincoln, 77-103.

Mudsill Speech (handout); Douglass 4th of July (handout)
September 21. Sectional Politics: Kansas and Sumner

MP Chapter 2, Sectional Politics.

September 23.  John Brown, Holy Warrior film

The Age of Lincoln, 104-133.


Bearss, 4-19.
September  25. Sectional Politics: John Brown to Election

Ayers, “What Caused the Civil War”? Handout
First Essay due Friday October 5. Topic: Causes

September 28. Secession


MP Chapter 3, Secession Crisis
September 30.  Sumter


Bearss, 20-33. 
October 2.  Advantages N-S (PPT)

Crane, 1-34.
October 5.  Anaconda/Baltimore


The Age of Lincoln, 134-167. 
October 7. The Soldiers.

MP Chapter 5. 


Crane, 35-73.
October 9  The Generals


MP Chapter 4. 
October12  Fall Day
Part Two: The War
October 14. Civil War Military Equipment with Mark Rohman


Crane, 74-106.
October 16. The Leaders.  

MP Chapter 6.
October 19. Battles: Manassas


Bearss, 34-59.
October 21.  Slaughter


The Age of Lincoln, 168-192.
October 23. Battles: Shiloh


Bearss, 62-91.
October 26. Civil War West, Indian War (Dakota, Sand Creek, Bosque Redondo)


Film: Dakota Conflict
October 28.  Midterm  
October 30. Battles: Antietam


Bearss, 92-117.
November 2. Battles: Chancellorsville


Bearss, 120-153.
November 4. Battles: Gettysburg


Bearss, 154-202.
November 6. Battles: Vicksburg to Chattanooga


Bearss, 203-271.
November 9. Emancipation and Draft Riots

MP Chapter 10, Emancipation


The Age of Lincoln, 212-233.


Handout of Lincoln quotes on slavery. 
Life in Wartime

November 11. Southern Home Front


MP Chapter 8.


The Age of Lincoln, 193-211.
November 13. Northern Home Front


MP Chapter 7.
.
November 16. Women in Wartime




MP Chapter 9. 
November 18. Battles: The Wilderness/Spotsylvania to Cold Harbor and Petersburg.

Bearss, 274-351.
November 20.  The End Days: Sherman’s March and Appomattox

Bearss, 354-413.

Grant-Lee Correspondence (handout)

Second Essay due November 23: Living and Dying in the Midst of War
Part Three: Aftermath

November 23. Terms  


MP Chapter 11.

November 30. Reconstruction.
Foster, “The Legacy of Confederate Defeat.” (Handout)

The Age of Lincoln, 234-270.

December 2. Reconstruction: Political and Economic Change.

MP Chapter 12. 
December 4. Reconstruction: Problems.
MP Chapter 13.
Blackcodes (handout) 
The Age of Lincoln, 271-299.

December 7. End of Reconstruction.

MP Chapter 14,  Retreat


The Age of Lincoln, 300-322.
December 9. Outcomes.
The Age of Lincoln, 323-350.

December 11. Memory.
MP Chapter 15.
Confederates in the Attic handout.
FINAL EXAM:  Monday, December 14, 10:30-12:30.  
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