HTY 103_09
Essay 1 

Due Friday October 9

Converging Worlds

Please compose a five-six page essay in formal style that addresses the following topic:

In the 17th century, Native Americans “discovered” Europeans and Africans, while Europeans claimed “discovery” of the Americas.  Africans also found themselves transported to various parts of the Americas, working and living with Europeans and Europeans.  This was an unprecedented experience and resulted in a meeting of cultures unknown to one another, resulting in exchanges, some positive and some negative.  All of the people who met in the Americas had to adapt to what was truly a “new world” for all.  Choose one aspect of this convergence and exchange to explore.  Be sure to take a position; make an assertion about what the significance was. 

Eligible topics include 

· Native-Spanish encounters 
· African experiences in the Spanish Caribbean and/or English Chesapeake

· Native-English encounters

· Agriculture and foodstuffs.
· Clothes and Housing

· The demographic impact

· Epidemiology

· Trade and Exchange
· Land use patterns (Virginia compared to N.E.; British America compared to Spanish and/or French America

· Technologies: weapons, transportation, crafts

· Modes of diplomacy

· Material culture

· Adapting European institutions to an American context

· Development of plantation slavery
· Native v. English gender roles (labor)

Standard rules for composition apply.  

