MATH 251

Linear Algebra


Spring-2009

Location: 207 Roberts

Time: 2:30 - 3:35 MWF

Textbook: Introductory Linear Algebra, 8th edition, by B. Kolman and D. Hill

Instructor: Dan Jackson

Email: daniel.jackson1@maine.edu (best way to reach me)

Office: 103 Brinkman House

Office Phone: 778-7318

Office Hours: MWF 10:30-11:30, by appointment, or just drop by.

Grading: 

Quizzes: 
25%

Midterm:
25%




Labs:

15%




Final Exam:
35%




____________________




Total:

100%


90% = A- or better

80% = B- or better

70% = C- or better

60% = D- or better

Quizzes: There will be a quiz given in class almost every Friday. There will be 12 quizzes total and your lowest 2 quiz scores will be dropped. Each quiz will cover the homework that was assigned the previous 3 classes. Since the lowest 2 quizzes will be dropped from your grade, there will be no make-up quizzes given. The only exception to this rule is for official university events and the participating student must provide the proper documentation prior to the quiz.

Exams: The midterm will be an in-class exam for which you will only use writing utensils. The final exam will be cumulative and will have both an in-class section as well as a take-home section. If you take all of the quizzes and have an A- or better average for the course, then you may be excused from taking the final exam.

The exam dates are as follows:

Midterm – Monday 3/16

Final Exam – Take home section handed out in class Wednesday 5/6 and is due Monday 5/11 by 3:30PM, in-class section is Monday 5/11 3:30-5PM.

Labs: There will be 2 computer labs in which we will use the computer to solve complex linear algebra problems. The labs are in-class assignments and may not be made up.




Lab #1: Wed. 3/11




Lab #2:  Wed. 5/6

The locations for the labs will be announced later and the dates are subject to change.

Homework: Typically homework will be assigned on a daily basis. An important part of each homework assignment is reading the appropriate sections of the textbook. Do not neglect that part of the assignment. Read slowly and think carefully about the ideas and computations presented. 

The usual rule of thumb is that you should expect to spend at least two hours working outside of class for each hour in class. 

The homework exercises are not to hand in but do play an important role in learning the course material. Without doing the homework it will be very difficult for you to succeed on the quizzes and exams. 

At the beginning of each class you will be given the opportunity to ask questions about the previous homework assignment.

Calculators: Calculators are not allowed on the quizzes or the in-class exams.

Email: You should have a U. Maine email account set up and check it regularly. From time to time you will receive class announcements via email.

Late Work: Late work will not be accepted under any circumstances. If you are going to miss an assignment due to an official university event or any other administratively excused absences, you need to make arrangements with me and provide the proper documentation prior to the date of absence.

Absences: The following is the university attendance policy:

The University of Maine at Farmington (UMF) subscribes to the policy that sound scholarship involves attendance at all classes. Students are expected to attend classes and are responsible for all class work whether they are present or absent. Instructors establish their own attendance policies, but they must recognize administrative excuses and must state the class attendance policy in writing before the end of the Add/Drop (schedule change) period. Students are permitted to leave a class meeting without penalty if the instructor does not appear within ten minutes of the scheduled beginning of the class period and has not sent word that he or she will be late or made previous arrangements with the class.

You are expected to attend class. In the rare instance that you miss a class, you are still responsible for any material covered during that class. In this case, I suggest arranging to get notes from a fellow student. 
Course Website: All homework assignments and most in-class handouts will be posted at

http://faculty.umf.maine.edu/~danielj/S2009/Math251.html

Help: The best way to get help outside of class is to attend office hours.

There is also the Math Clinic which provides tutoring. It is at 252 Main St. (Franklin Academic Center) and is open Monday – Thursday from 1:00 - 4:00.

Students with disabilities: UMF is equal opportunity compliant. Students with disabilities should inform the instructor and contact 

Claire Nelson (Claire@maine.edu)
Coordinator of Academic Services for Students with Disabilities
(207) 778-7295 (voice) or (207) 778-7000 (TTY/TDD)  
