FALL 2009 - SYLLABUS FOR MAT 103

MATH FOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHERS

SECTION 1: MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY AT 8 AM IN RICKER ADDITION 205
SECTION 2: MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, and FRIDAY AT 9:15 AM IN RICKER ADDITION 205
INSTRUCTOR: Allen Bailey
OFFICE: Brinkman House #101
OFFICE PHONE: 778-7245

EMAIL: allen.bailey@maine.edu
WEBPAGE: http://faculty.umf.maine.edu/~bailey/
I will post announcements, assignments, and a brief synopsis of what was covered in class on the website.  Also, I often send email to the class list detailing assignments, what is to be turned in, what is covered on quizzes and tests, etc.  So if you want me to send email to an address other than your UMF email address, please let me know as soon as possible.

OFFICE HOURS: 

Monday 1:30 - 3 PM
Tuesday 10 - 11 AM
Wednesday 1:30 – 3 PM
Thursday 1:30 – 3 PM

Also by appointment.  Please contact me and we can arrange another time to meet.

COURSE INFORMATION
TEXT: Mathematics for Elementary School Teachers, Fourth Edition by Bassarear.

COURSE DESCRIPTION : This course is designed for students majoring in elementary education or in special education that have had at least two years of high school algebra and geometry.  This is a content course.  While we will, from time to time, discuss teaching methods and issues, our primary focus will be on mathematical ideas.  Many of the topics we will discuss will be very familiar to you, such as numeration systems, arithmetic, basic number theory, fractions, proportions, percents, probability and statistics, geometry, and more.  However, we will seek to reach a deeper and richer understanding of the ideas behind these familiar concepts.  EDU 331, Mathematics Education K-8, is a course elementary education majors are required to take that deals more specifically with mathematical pedagogy.

GRADING
Your grade will consist of the following areas:

Exams         55%

Quizzes        25%

Homework    15%

Practice Problems 5%

The scale for final grades is as follows: 
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A-
92-90





B+
89-88,         
B
87-83, 
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82-80,



C+
79-78, 

C
77-73,

C-
72-70, 



D+
69-68, 

D
67-63, 

D-
62-60
EXAMS
REGULAR EXAMS:  The tentative schedule for the regular exams is below.  You will be notified at least one week in advance of any change.
Exam 1: Friday, October 2
Exam 2: Friday, November 6
Exam 3: Friday, December 4
Each of these will be worth 100 points. 
FINAL EXAM:  There will be a comprehensive final exam during final exam week.  The time and place will be announced later.  I am in the process of getting a common final time for both sections. The final exam will be worth 150 points.  I do not give early final exams.  If, for some reason, you are unable to make the regular exam time, a makeup may be given later during the exam week or an incomplete given and the work finished at a later date.  Altogether, tests will account for 55% of your final grade.

QUIZZES
Beginning Friday, September 11, a quiz will be given each Friday (except during test weeks) at the beginning of class.  I do reserve the right to alter this schedule on account of snow days, illness, material covered in class, etc.  The material covered by the quiz will be specified during the class before the quiz.  These quizzes should take about 10 to 15 minutes to complete.  Each quiz will be worth 15 points.  Quizzes will account for 25% of your final grade.

HOMEWORK
At the end of most class periods, you will be given a homework assignment which will consist of a few problems that are to be done and turned in for the next class period.  Each homework assignment will be worth 15 points.  These will be graded primarily on their mathematical correctness, but organization and neatness will also count.  Each homework assignment should have your first and last name and homework number at the top of the first page.  Assignments without these will incur a penalty of up to 2 points.  Also, the homework problems should be properly ordered and easy to distinguish from each other.  Failure to do this will result in a penalty, the size of which depends on the severity of the disorganization.  My aim is to have these graded and returned the next class.  Homework will account for 15% of your final grade.

PRACTICE PROBLEMS
Also, at the end of most class periods you will be given practice problems to work on.  These are meant as supplements to the homework problems.  These will be collected on quiz/test days and graded as a group.  They will be graded on their completeness and neatness and each set is worth 15 points.  The rules set forth in the above discussion about homework apply to practice problems as well.  Practice problems will account for 5% of your final grade.

ATTENDANCE

I do not take attendance, but I do strongly encourage you to attend every class meeting.  If you do have to miss class, please be aware of the following.
1) You are responsible for making up any missed work. 
2) You should get missed class notes from a fellow classmate.  While I can provide you with my notes, they are usually not as good as notes taken in class by a student.  If you do not know another student in the class, email me, and I can help find someone to share notes.

3) You must see me the first day you are back in class after an absence so that we can discuss any missed work and a time frame for completing it.
4) If your absence is extended, please try to keep me informed of your situation through occasional emails or phone calls.


There is the potential that this semester could be significantly affected by the H1N1 flu.  The following is the UMF policy regarding the H1N1 flu and class attendance.

1)      In the event of disruption of normal classroom activities due to an outbreak of H1N1 flu, the format and attendance requirements for this course may be modified to enable completion of the course.  Should this occur, you will be provided an addendum to the course syllabus that will supersede the initial version.

2)      We are asking all members of the UMF community to help us in limiting the spread of this virus and other communicable illnesses.  Students who are experiencing influenza-like symptoms-a fever, sore
throat, and/or cough-should not attend class.  These absences will not be penalized.  You do not need to provide a note from your physician.  However, it is your responsibility to notify all your instructors (via
e-mail, telephone, or voice mail) as soon as possible about your condition.  You will still be responsible for all course-related work, but appropriate accommodations will be provided. 

3)      Should you experience a fever, sore throat, and/or cough, you need immediately to contact the Health Center at 778-7200 or your own health care provider.  According to the Maine Center for Disease
Control, you must be placed in isolation (not in your room in the residence hall) either by returning to your home or by being placed in a pre-designated isolation room in one of our residence halls.  If you remain on campus, the Health Center will assign you to available space where you must stay until you are free of fever, without fever-reducing medication, for a period of 24 hours or until your symptoms have
resolved, whichever is longer.  You should not return to class until that time.

 STUDENTS NEEDING SPECIAL ACCOMODATION

Equal educational opportunity is offered to students with special needs due to disabilities.  Please notify me as soon as possible if an accommodation is needed to meet course requirements.  
